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The year 2021 sustained the unpredictability and global
frustration that 2020 brought, yet the year 2021 is a yeal
we in SDELIH will never forget in a hurry. Not for the

gNRYy3 NBlIaz2yas (K2dzaAK® 2K
in pandemic isolation, wesed the opportunity to launch a
project that would redefine our interventions and project
us to the global stage for a long time. In this episode of
GHnHM AY NBGNRALISOGE 6S o
activities that made a difference in our yeaP20

We began the year with the first ever Conference of
Indigenous Hands and Voices of African Descent
(IHAVAIC21), which has been described as one of the b
virtual conferences since the pandemic, and one of the {
academic meetings focused on indigaas African signed
and spoken languages in our time. The conference, whit
was well attended by men and women of letters on the
international front will soon yield its debut publication,
Studies in Indigenous African Signed and Spoken Langt
(SIASSL).

The crux of our indigenous sign language documentatior
project came with the introduction of project My Hero is
Youg a project that translated into indigenous Nigerian
signed languages, an international literacy book about
Covid19 for children aroundthg 2 NI R® ¢ KS ¢
Aa |, 2dz KlFa 0SSy GNr¥yaftld
and a few mainstream signed languages, ours is the firs
translation into indigenous signed language(s). While we
still tout the success of that translation/documentatiorg, v
OFLyQid ¢l A4 G2 asSS Ad SYSN
Indigenous Hands SignApp, which is currently being
developed, thanks to Godwin Adejoh for leading the
amazing team working on the app. Team MY Hero is Yo
made up of our five Deaf Signers, Magiri€estus, Lovina,
Ifeanyi and Joshua and TeayDBLI participants, Val,
Olamide, Rebekah, Precious and Blessing, thank you fo
making that project happen!

FOREWOR

On the advocacy front, our Faces of BBS internship
program was a success despite the setback it suffered.
Four deaf women who are survivors of sexual and
domestic abuse were selected for the eyemar internship,
they were trained for 3 weeks on how to bet®
advocates against all forms of abuse against deaf girls
women. They started their campaign through skill
acquisition and capacity building outreaches in various
deaf communities. While two dropped out of the projeci
two successfully completed th@ne-year internship and
were issued certificates of completion and some financ
award. Today, Esther Ogunrotimi and Tornubari Ereba
proud SDELI Ambassadors of the project Beauty Beyol
Speech. All thanks to the Project Lead for BBS, Ms. Uc
Opaa (Opulence).

Time will fail me to discuss in detail the immense impac
of our monthly quiz on our Facebook group, Advocates
the Indigenous African Sign Languages, a group that h
continued to add to its membership and participation or
regular bas. All thanks to-BELI Content Developer, Ms
Olamide Fatosin who has been very efficient in anchori
the monthly quiz. Each month, someone has always gc
home with some financial prizes, while on the other hatr
more people get to follow our Indigenodands the
Indigenous Voices program on YouTube.

It is equally worthy of mentioning that Nelson, our
architecture student, whose education we have been
sponsoring since 2016 got admission into Enugu State
University (ESUT) in late 2020 and is now in 06l LIt
has not been easy for him nor for us to ensure that his
academic and personal needs are met while he is in
school, but thus far, he has made it and we are proud ¢
him. Thanks to our international supporters, Susie Olse
Carman Melendrez and otlfeewho have made major
contributions and donations that have helped to keep
Nelson in school.

Our Triple Action Project (TAP) which took place virtua
on the international front and physically in Ogun state
Nigeria was a huge success.

Special thanks tthe admin team, the Board of Directors
and the entire Team-BELI and all our partners.
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Our Missior
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Our mission is tdocument, develop and preseriredigenous sign languages of the
g2NI RQa RSI T Qroiviofiozyofidéak likacywend Loikited to
promotingearly access to sign languagfemmediate environment througkarly
intervention prograrafor deaf children.

Our Vision

To see all deaf childregrow up with adequateognitive and linguistic skiésd to bring
indigenous signing systermasour deaf communities to the educational and digital spa
where theythrive.
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Our Impact

Over thepast6 years, SDELI has been dedicated to advocacy, outreach, and research. We are on a missic

embolden deaf rights througtampaignindor deaf literacyand language acquisition as well as the documentati

of indigenous African sign languag@éth the help of ouglobal community, this past year we exercised this
commitment through the development of some of our most exciting programmes and projects yet.

[ X1
.m. Asthe impacts ofCOVIEL9 continues taeveal disparities acrosise world,
Mm marginalised communitieemain vulnerable to the effects of the pandemic
S y§y- + The work of our advocates, ambassadors and interpreters operating dire
mm with deaf communities has proven invaluable.

Registeredternational attendees This past year,-BELI continued to expand our global influence. With

for IHAVAIC21 international ppgrammes such as ttiéonferencef Indigenous Hands and

Voices of African Identignd theTriple Action Piiect, we have collaborated
with scholars and advocates from all over the world to advance our miss

Ourlindigenous Nigerian Sign Language Documentation Project (INSLDI
continued virtually with the Indigenous Hands Sign App group that was
formed in 2020In the midst of the pandemic, several lexarad short story
signs were collected by the research and documentation group. As that"
going on, our target linguistic community was expanded to Zabia.
Memorandum of Understandingas signed to seal the newly formed
relationship with theZambian Deaf Society (ZE@&)the documentation of
indigenous Zambian sign languages. Thanks to the great leadership of c
own Nakasela Nachalwe, for leading the epoch project in collaboration v
Mr. John Ndhlovu.

Increase in social mediangagement

2] +10

L1

W, S dzie .Se&z2
outreach programme for
deaf schoobirls, Nigeria

Virtual campaigns and events

&) >300

Members of the global deaf
community reached
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Moreover, indigenous African signed
languages are amongst some of the
earliest discovered and defined
languagesvorldwide. Yet, within the
wider sign language sphere, they
remain understudied, underdevelopec
and under documented. This indicates
a stark need for more conversations
about how we can embolden researct
knowledge, documentation and
advocacy in order tprotect and
promote indigenous African signed
languages.

We began 2021 with one of the most
exciting and unique events iFCELI
history.

was a 2day international
conferenceon indigenous African
signed and spoken languages. The
conference was a collaborative effort
betweenSDELI, the University of New
Mexico Africana Studies, National
Institute for Nigerian Languages
(NINLAN)andNigerian Languages
Project In light of Com restrictions,
the conference was held virtually and
was delivered across Zoom and
YouTube.

IHAVAL2021 sought out to facilitate
discussion between African, non
African, hearing and Deaf scholars in
order to contribute knowledge towards
the developmat of African signed
languages. The Organising Committe:
began planning the conference in
August 2020. By September, they hac
issued a Call for Papers with a deadlit
in October. Inclusivity and accessibili
for attendees was of utmost priority fo
the Organising Committee

The conference was very wedteived
andhad overl00 attendees over the
course of the 2 days

IThevirtualnature
of the conference proved to be one of
its greatest strengths, since it allowed
attendees fromall overthe world to
come together, learn and contribute
participate a feat that may not have
had as much outreach if the conferen
had been held in pson.

SDELIndigenous Handsnd its
partners were extremely proud and
gratefu for the level of reception and
engagement of the conference and
extends its thanks to all presenters,
speakers, interpreters and attendees.
The Organising Committee are kotg
forward to beginning the planning
process of the next conference, and w
look forward to having you there!

All keynote speeches and presentatio
are available on the official(¥L
Indigenous Hand¥ouTube channel.
For further details on the conference,
there is an official conference report o
the SDELI website. Finallyger
reviewed papers from the conference
will be published on open access onlir
portal (coming soon)
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INDIGENOUS HANI
The Mobile App

Documenting, developingand preservingndigenous siginanguagesf the world & promoting earlyaccess to sign languag:

Coming to Google and Apple app stores in 2(
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W oMy experience with the Beauty
SDEU Annual Report 2021 Beyond Speech internship has bee

educativeandenlightening
Beauty o

- Esther, BBS Graduate Ambassador
BBS has been an-going brand of the-BELI mission since 2017. Our
B d research revealed that deaf schools all over Nigeria are experiencing hig
eyo n counts of sexual and domestic abuse cases. Since the beginning of the
pandemic, global reports have unfortungt&und an increase in abuse
cases, with fewer numbers of reports from victims. In 2021, our BBS

ambassadors conducted numerous school outreach programmes to raise
awareness of domestic and sexual abuse amongst young girls and signp

them to individualeind services that can help support them.

SDELIndigenous Handsre OurFaces of BBSternship program was a success despite the challenges
committed to doing our part to faced. The BBS Ambassador team is made up of 4 deaf women who are
contribute towards the global survivors of sexual and domestic abuse. After being selected fpea 1

campaign to end violence against internship, they were trained for 3 weeks on how to become advocates
women and promote girl education. against all forms of abuse against deaf girls and women. They started the
Through ouBeauty Beyond Speech campaign through skill acquisition and capacity building outreaches in va
(BBSproject, we seek to eradicate a deaf communities.-BELI aresproud to congratulate Esther Ogunrotimi ar
formsof sexual and domestic abuse TornubariEreba whayraduated in December 2021 after successfully
against deaf gs in Nigeria. By completing the programme. All thanks to the Project Lead for BBS, Ms.
promoting their education and Uchechi Opara (Opulence).
developing their skills, we empower

young women and girls.

T0WOITADOZA 3TATZ ASIAWN Y4 TGS

d ¢ K é L,J NJ (’:)MAZ)!)ADISEM&SE}I‘PI()M,AISHBIM
instilled <> =
empowermentn ot ampacean

me through

enlightenmentof __ TR T

my rightsas an S SR TTTTIITY

IndIVIduaI and - DEAR AMBASSADORS,

woman with a g WE'RE ROOTING
RAGI OAT A il SUCCESS!

- Tornubari, BBS > CONGRATULATIONS
Graduate Ambassado
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Canada

New Mexico, USA

SDELAndigenous Hands Around the Worl

Research

New Mexico, USA
Canada

Nigeria

Ghana

Zambia

United Kingdom

Algeria

Zambia

Ghana

Nigeria

Operations CommunityQutreach
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