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We are proud that our 
advocacy for the 

preservation and 
recognition of 

indigenous sign 
language for deaf 
literacy and education is 

increasingly making 
impacts within and 

outside the deaf 
communities.

Dr. & Mrs. Emma Asonye
CEO & Co-Founder 
S-DELI-IH

Greetings and welcome to 2023! At the end of each year, we take time to look 
back on our core advocacy projects, impact of our interventions and the 
milestones we have achieved. In this report, we reflect on the delivery of our 
core advocacy projects, the development of the latest exciting projects,  
introduce our amazing team of sign language consultants and also bring you 
new details about our Indigenous Sign Language Documentation Project. 

Throughout the history of Save the Deaf and Endangered Languages 
Initiative- Indigenous Hands (S-DELI-IH), 2022 remains a landmark year- the 
year that launched our Indigenous Hands (iHands) SignApp.  As some of our 
followers will know,  S-DELI began collecting sign language data in Nigeria all 
the way back in 2016. Since then, we have collected language varieties used 
in schools for the Deaf as well as most urban deaf communities. It was in 
2018 that we first documented an indigenous sign language system. The 
launch of iHands was the realisation of a long-term dream and the creation 
of a most unique innovation. In this edition of our annual report, we bring you 
all details of the development and launch, what's been happening on the 
platform throughout the year and eagerly introduce the brand new 
'Indigenous Sign Language in Education' course feature.

Since its initial launch, our team has continuously populated the platform 
with brand new signs and expressions from indigenous deaf communities in 
Nigeria and Ghana.  The latest addition to our app is a new online course 
feature, exclusively available to our premium subscribers. This educational 
literacy-related content has been specifically designed for beginners, from 
elementary school pupils right up to adult learners. The 'Indigenous Sign 
Language in Education' course is currently made up of four lessons – (1) 
Classroom Expressions and Conversation,  (2) STEM-Related Signs, (3) Signs 
for Learning Tools and Materials and (4) Art-Related Signs. If you have ever 
wondered about the indigenous signs for words such as computer, chemistry, 
math set, etc., look no further! This course is truly one of a kind, so make to 
sure to check out the app and website to start learning today!

If you've been following us for a while, the name 'Nelson' will not be 
unfamiliar.  Once again, we bring to you the remarkable story of Nelson Igelle 
and his academic endeavours. In this report, we spotlight Nelson’s 
educational journey as he completes his first Industrial Training as a student 
of architecture at Enugu State University of Science and Technology!

Advocacy has been one of our three core projects. In 2022, our advocacy was 
channelled toward spreading the word about our landmark project, the 
iHands SignApp. This report showcases all the powerful advocacy 
programmes that quickly became one of our highlights of the past year. We 
are proud that our advocacy for the preservation and recognition of 
indigenous sign language for deaf literacy and education is increasingly 
making impacts within and outside the deaf communities. This report covers 
all of the above and more so go! See for yourself!

Foreword
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Indigenous Hands App and Website Launch
One of our proudest achievements of the past year was 
the launch of the Indigenous Hands SignApp. The project, 
which had been in the works for over 3 years, was an 
international collaborative effort. Its goal was to provide 
an accessible, inclusive learning platform to collate, 
document and teach a variety of indigenous sign 
languages- and it certainly delivered. With over one 
hundred indigenous signs and phrases available to 
access now, this project was a milestone achievement for 
team S-DELI-IH!

Triple Action Project 2022
2022's Triple Action Project boasted a live event in Ogun 
State as well as an interactive virtual programme, 
premiering live on the official S-DELI-IH YouTube 
channel. The virtual programme included never-before-
seen footage of our sign language documentation 
projects, presentations from our guest panel of language 
and linguistic experts, and much more. The programme 
was a success and was watched live by viewers all the 
world!

Indigenous Sign Language Documentation Project
The S-DELI-IH indigenous sign language documentation 
project absolutely flourished in 2022. The immense 
efforts of our sign language consultants (aka 'Team My 
Hero is You') accomplished a huge feat- the 
documentation of over two hundred indigenous signs 
and phrases from over ten communities across Nigeria! 
A collection of these videos are available to access 
exclusively through the Indigenous Hands app and 
website. 

2022... what an amazing and exciting year for 
S-DELI-IH! Once again, we have come together from all 
over the world to collectively work towards actualising our 
shared mission and vision. Keeping our core values at the 
heart of everything we do, and consistently striving to do 
better, we have achieved many great things. From the 
launch of iHands, to this year's Triple Action Project, the 
passion and dedication of our international team saw 
S-DELI- IH soar to whole new heights.

To achieve the long-lasting and sustainable change we 
wish to see in the world, the S-DELI-IH team have worked 
tirelessly to develop our core advocacy projects. Watching 
these projects evolve from a hopeful idea pioneered by 
just a few individuals, to large-scale projects with 
significant impacts on the global linguistic landscape- its 
been incredible. These projects have been in the pipeline 
for years and 2022 saw some of these endeavours begin to 
blossom into their full potential. 

This year's report will guide you on a journey through the 
past twelve months; reflecting on our highlights, 
showcasing our greatest achievements, sharing the impact 
we've made and eagerly anticipating next year. A huge 
thank you to all the members of our global family for their 
continued trust and support in what we do. Our work is 
never finished and we are only seeing the surface of what 
S-DELI-IH can truly achieve. Check out some of our 
highlights here!

Reflecting on 2022
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Below: Triple Action Project- 
Ogun State, Nigeria

Our Mission

Our mission is to document, develop 
and preserve the indigenous sign 

languages of the world’s deaf 
communities for the promotion of 
deaf literacy. We are committed to 
promoting early access to the sign 

language of the immediate 
environment of the deaf child 

through early intervention 
programmes for deaf children.

Our Vision
To see all deaf children grow up 

with adequate cognitive and 
linguistic skills, and to bring the 

indigenous signing systems of our 
deaf communities to the 

educational and digital space where 
they thrive.

S-DELI-IH Annual Report | December 2022                                                                                                                                                                        4                 

Below: Incorporating 
Indigenous Sign 
Systems into Deaf 
Education event-
Ogun State, Nigeria

Beauty Beyond Speech (BBS) is 
committed to the protection and 
empowerment of deaf girls and 
women all across Africa. Deaf girls 
are at the epicentre of the 
marginalisation and stigmatisation of 
deaf communities.  BBS runs as part 
of our contribution to the world’s 
ongoing campaign against violence 
against women and promoting girls' 
education, both of which are 
important objectives of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. BBS 
advocacy projects include promoting 
girls' education, preventing sexual 
abuse against deaf girls and 
developing women's professional 
skills. 

WorkforceOur Core 
Advocacy 
Projects

Indigenous Sign 

Language 

Documentation 

Project

Our sign language documentation 
project involves working with 
indigenous communities and a 
team of sign language consultants 
to record and document an 
extensive collection of signs and 
phrases in that local sign 
language. The documentation, 
preservation and ultimately, the 
protection of our indigenous 
languages challenges mono-
lingual and mono-cultural signing 
systems and the harsh 
implications they pose to the 
global linguistic community. 

Deaf and hard of hearing children 
have the linguistic right to learn in 
the language they are most familiar 
with. This project advocates for the 
use of Indigenous sign languages in 
deaf education. By increasing early 
access to professional medical 
healthcare for deaf children, we are 
tackling some of the most severe 
social barriers for young deaf 
people at the root. By promoting 
early access to the language of the 
immediate environment of the deaf 
child, we are simultaneously also 
protecting these indigenous signing 
systems. 

Beauty 

Beyond 

Speech

Early Access to Sign 

Language & Early 

Intervention Programmes 

for Deaf Children

Below: BBS outreach programme- Lagos, Nigeria
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On November 30th 2022, news made rounds across 
Nigeria that the Federal Government has approved the 
use of "Mother Tongue as a compulsory language of 
instruction (LOI) in primary schools." The news went 
viral across all media platforms. Nigerians at home and 
abroad generally praised the Hon. Minister for 
Education for taking the bold step in policy. However, 
some have criticised the policy as one that would 
instead hurt the Nigerian education sector if 
implemented.

Whether the LOI policy is a step in the right direction or 
in the wrong direction, one thing is clear – Nigerians 
have for long anticipated and called for some kind of 
government action that incorporates local (indigenous) 
languages into the Universal Basic Education. Similarly, 
we at S-DELI-IH have long advocated for the recognition 
of indigenous sign languages, and their incorporation 
into deaf education.

The successful preliminary large-scale documentation 
of Magajin Gari Sign Language brought with it a huge 
wave of momentum among Team S-DELI-IH, as the team 
became excited to be more involved in the Indigenous 
Sign Language Documentation Project (ISLDP). Even as 
the coronavirus pandemic presented a new way of life 
in 2020, we were determined to keep the project 
running. We established a team for a project titled 'My 
Hero is You' – a team of bilingual signers selected from 
various local deaf communities in Nigeria. They were 
primarily tasked with translating the story 'My Hero is 
You' into indigenous Nigerian sign languages.  'My Hero 
is You' is a story that was first published during the peak 
of the pandemic to teach children how to be heroes in 
fighting the coronavirus for their communities. After 
completing their initial project (video available on our 
YouTube channel!), the team’s assignment was 
expanded to manage several other initiatives and 
translation projects. You can see examples of the team’s 
incredible work through the Indigenous Hands App!
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Indigenous Sign Language
Documentation Project

Team My Hero is You have produced collections of 
signs from over seven different linguistic communities 
in Nigeria. Initially, there was the exception of the 
Yoruba-speaking communities, which make up one of 
the largest local sign language communities in the 
country. We knew that our work could not be complete 
without documenting signs from such a large 
indigenous sign language ecology. Fortunately, we 
soon reached the Ibokun deaf community, with over 
one hundred native deaf signers! In 2021, our principle 
documentation projects were of the local sign 
language used in Ibokun Deaf community, anchored 
by Rebekah Akinpelu and Tope Olaniyi- a huge thank 
you to both team members for all their efforts! 

For some time, throughout all our documentation 
efforts, we had not been able to document data from 
younger deaf signers. Deaf children are an 
embodiment of language development in the deaf 
community and any language lacking younger 
speakers is even more at risk of becoming endangered. 
In 2022, we had the opportunity to record younger 
native deaf signers in Olomore, Abeokuta in Ogun 
State. Several unique local signs, which are also used 
in school environments, were recorded from a select 
number of younger deaf signers. The signs collected 
from this division are currently being processed to be 
soon included on the Indigenous Hands SignApp! 
  Below: 

Magajin Gari 
ISLDP- Kaduna 
State, Nigeria

Want 
To Get 
Involved?
S-DELI-IH are inviting 
members of our global 
audience to get 
involved with the 
wonderful work we do.  

Firstly, you can get in touch with us to 
conduct a large-scale sign language 
documentation project in your local 
community. To find out more, please contact 
us via the email address below. 

Alternatively, you can submit examples of 
signs in your indigenous sign languages 
directly to us. Simply click the Google Form 
link below to complete our quick and easy 
online form. Once submitted, we'll share a 
helpful guide that will help you plan, record 
and send in your signed videos!

Expression of Interest Google Form 
Info@indigenous-hands.com
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Indigenous 
Hands 
SignApp
Available to download on Google Playstore and Apple App Store now!

The Context
Sign languages have always been an integral part of the 
human linguistic heritage and people have signed almost 
as much as they have spoken. However, foreign signed and 
spoken languages have come to infiltrate African 
languages, culture and communities, with many foreign 
languages (such as English and French) becoming 
recognised as official or national languages. Throughout 
many indigenous signing systems and communities, the 
aftermath of colonialism is starkly apparent, most notably 
American Sign Language (or ASL). At S-DELI-IH, we seek to 
challenge these mono-lingual and mono-cultural signing 
systems and the implications they pose to the global 
linguistic community. The research, projects and campaigns 
led by S-DELI-IH are catalysts in achieving a multi-lingual, 
multi-cultural global community. The iHands learning 
platform is a tool that does just that. By making indigenous 
sign languages easily accessible to the world, we are 
actively contributing to the documentation, preservation 
and protection of these languages. 

Indigenous Hands SignApp: 
Platform Development
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The Solution
Over the past seven years, we have have documented a comprehensive 
collection of signs and phrases from various indigenous communities across 
West Africa. In 2022, we finalised the development of the official Indigenous 
Hands app and website and began to populate both platforms with our work. 
We wanted to create a platform that was educational, interactive, accessible 
and of course, inclusive for deaf and hearing audiences. To our amazing team 
of sign language consultants and all the members of local indigenous 
communities who have given so much to this project, we are so grateful and 
could not have brought this project to life without your support! 

The documentation of the signs was the first stage of the project. The next 
stage saw that our admin team tackled the rigorous task of developing and 
populating the content for the platform. The admin team catalogued and 
edited the raw video footage into the videos you see on the platform. They also 
generated and allocated unique video links, uploaded the final videos to the 
backend of the website and tested each video playback in the frontend- a hefty 
task, indeed! A big thank you to the admin team for their hard work during this 
process! 
 
Throughout the development process, the central team came together in 
countless meetings to see how we could improve the overall quality and 
efficiency of the project. One major change that we implemented part way 
through the documentation process was the development of a documentation 
guide to be shared with our sign consultants before they started the video 
recording process. This guide provided clear instructions and highlighted key 
considerations to help our sign language consultants produce the best quality 
videos they could (upon request, this guide can also be shared with any 
organisation undertaking a similar project). Even the smallest changes we 
made to the early recording stage had a tremendously positive impact on the 
next phase and allowed us to significantly accelerate the project. The team's 
hard-work, adaptability and creative thinking saw that we successfully 
uploaded over one hundred and fifty signs onto the platform by September 
2022!  

All this while, our technology expert Godwin was working tenaciously on the 
app and website development. As our resident tech lead, Godwin has been 
dedicated to teaching the admin team how to navigate the backend of the 
website, improving the user experience on the frontend and quickly rectifying 
any technical challenges as they arose. iHands would not be what it is without 
him, so we would like to take this opportunity to say a massive thank you to 
Godwin!

Documentation 
continues

Initial 
Documentation

Concept 
Development 

We identified more 
local communities 
and continued to  
document more 
indigenous signs.

S-DELI's indigenous 
sign language 
documentation 
project began in the 
Magajin Gari 
Community, Nigeria. 

Later in 2019, Dr. Emma 
developed a workflow that 
presented the original 
idea for Indigenous Hands. 
At this stage, iHands had 
not yet been decided to be 
an app, and was Initially 
proposed to be a sign 
language dictionary.

Established Team of Sign 
Language Consultants
Also in 2020, we established a core 
team of sign language consultants. 
This team later developed into 'Team 
My Hero is You'. Through our 
centralised documentation project, 
the team translated the globally 
recognised  children's book 'My Hero 
Is You.' into indigenous Nigerian sign 
language.

App Concept 
Development
By 2020,  the idea for the 
sign language dictionary 
evolved into an app. We 
realised that since we are 
documenting visual, non-
spoken languages, we 
decided a video based 
platform would be better. 

1

23

6 75

4

Video Collection & 
Processing
In 2021, our team of 
consultants began to 
collect more indigenous 
signs and expressions for 
the app and website. The 
admin team then began to 
process these videos to 
populate the platform.  
The first batch of uploads 
contained over hundred 
signs! 

Public 
Launch 
On May 1st 2022, Indigenous 
Hands was officially launched 
to the public. The iHands 
website and app contained a 
collection of signs and 
expressions across six different 
categories. Over summer 2022, 
we finalised our agreement 
with Apple and iHands 
became available on the 
Apple App Store for iPhone 
users as well.

Internal 
Launch

Project Timeline

2018 2019

2019 2020 2020

2021 2022 2022

In April 2022, we 
launched the app and 
website internally. At 
this stage, the website 
was fully accessible  for 
all users, and the app 
was available to 
download from the 
Google Playstore.

7

Over the past year,  we have 
continued to populate the 
platform with more signs and 
new sign categories. In 2023, 
we will be developing the 
indigenous sign language in 
education feature. The 
platform will boast a new 
collection of school-related 
signs and the launch of our 
exciting new sign language 
course! 

2023
What's Next? 

Lexical Signs

App users Website users

West Africa Europe

North America Other

Urban Communities

Numercial Signs

Educational Signs

Magajin Gari 

Adamorobe

Ibokun (Osun State)

Umuahia

Katsina

Platform Overview

User Audience

User Location

Community Location

Documented Communities in the ISLDP

Content Type

150
Signs currently 
available on the app 
and website

200+
Additional signs and 
expressions to be 
added from 2023

10+
Sign categories- 
'Food & Drinks', 
'Family', 'Household 
Items', 'Transport' etc.

1

2

3

4

5

Indigenous Hands 
SignApp: 
Platform Insights
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7+
Sign language  
communities 
documented

6

7

8

9

10

Jos North & South

Minna

Bwari

Kaduna  & Kaduna North

Enugu
Rural Communities

Anambra 

Owerri

Ibadan

Uyo

Big Qua Town

11

12

13

14

1515

1516 Yewa/Egba (Ogun State)

There are four basic lessons that 
make up the course and each course 
contains a number of videos that 
the learner must watch. At the end 
of each module, learners will 
complete a short quiz, which may 
involve recording short videos of 
themselves signing the words and 
expressions learned. The course is 
designed to be educational, 
interactive and fun!

Indigenous 
Hands SignApp: 
What's Next?
Indigenous Sign Language in Education

The 'Educational Signs' online course  
captures the basic signs used inside 
and outside of the classroom. The 
course has been developed for 
beginners in local indigenous sign 
language and is rated suitable for 
learners elementary school age and 
above. Signs are drawn from a variety 
of different deaf communities which 
learners can select from. 
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Above: S-DELI 
outreach trip to a local 
school for the deaf-
Orodo, Nigeria

Lesson 1: Classroom Expressions and Conversations

In this module, the learner will learn classroom interactions between the teacher and the 
students, general terminologies, classroom items and related activities through a variety of 
different linguistic backgrounds. This module also covers formal (teacher-student) 
conversations and non-formal (student-student) conversations. 

Indigenous Hands SignApp: 
Indigenous Sign Language in Education- 
the Online Course

Lesson 2: STEM-Related Signs

This module captures signs pertaining to Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics (STEM). Over the course of our research, we found that aside from 
mathematics, other STEM subjects are scarcely offered in Schools for the Deaf. Moreover, 
deaf students are discouraged and sometimes prevented from pursuing science related 
academic ambitions. During our multiple visits to these schools, we learned that one of the 
key reasons for this STEM-vacuum is the believed lack of signs for STEM subjects in the 
School Sign Language. This is why such a module is even more important in the Nigerian 
context. 

Lesson 3: Learning Tools and Materials

This lesson specifically teaches the names of the learning tools and equipment used in the 
classroom, such as chalkboard, computer, math set, etc. At the end of this lesson, learners 
will be able to sign and know the use of over fifty learning tools and materials from various 
linguistic communities.

Lesson 4: Art-Related Signs 

This lesson covers signing expressions that describe arts and arts-related subjects and have 
been derived from different local deaf communities. Signs for words like literature, writing, 
history, etc. can be found in this lesson. 
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03
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Above: S-DELI outreach trip to a local  school for the deaf- Orodo, Nigeria

Hello! My name is Ifeanyi. I am Nigerian by birth and 
Nationality. I currently live in Abuja, the Federal Capital 
Territory. I am a sign language consultant with S-DELI-IH 
and have been working with the organisation since June 
2020. Aside from S-DELI-IH, I currently work as a Deaf Sign 
Language Interpreter, and Disability Rights Advocate with 
the National Commission for Persons with Disabilities 
(NCPWD), Abuja. I am very passionate about indigenous 
Nigerian sign languages, and education of the deaf in 
general. I want to see that persons with disabilities live a 
better life in Nigeria and Africa as a whole. 

Meet Team My Hero is You

Hello, my name is Festus Zenda. I am from the middle belt part 
of Benue State Nigeria, but reside in the Federal Capital 

Territory Abuja. I've worked with S-DELI-IH as a sign language 
consultant for the past four years. I'm currently into 

photography and videography. In addition, I'm also a teacher 
of the Word of God. I have interest in disability advocacy and 

I'm also very passionate about inclusion and volunteering. My 
proudest moments were the day I was introduced into S-DELI-
IH in addition to having to win souls for the Kingdom. I aspire 

to join like minds to create a world where everyone is 
considered equal; a world where no one is left behind. Finally, I 

would like to contribute to the creation and adoption of 
indigenous sign languages that will be enjoyed by future 

generations to come.





My name is Essien Paul Usen, fondly called Dave. I'm Abuja 
based. I am an indigenous sign language consultant with S-
DELI-IH. I have been working with S-DELI-IH for the past 
five years and counting. Apart from being a consultant with 
the organisation, I am also an officer working with the 
National Drug Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) at the 
headquarter in Abuja. I aspire to see that I bring indigenous 
sign languages to the grassroots and use the opportunity to 
sensitise people about the dangers of drug abuse and its 
related offences.
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FESTUS 
Doka/Gabasawa/Kaura Community

DAVE
Bwari, Abuja

IFEANYI
 Umuahia Community, Abia State

Meet Team My Hero is You
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I am Maurice Henshaw, a native of Calabar South, Local Government 
Area of Cross River State, Nigeria, but currently reside in Lagos. I am a 
consultant in indigenous sign language as well as a member of the My 
Hero Is You project. I have been working with S-DELI-IH since 2019. 
Outside of S-DELI-IH, I am an entrepreneur and run several sole 
proprietor business in Lagos State, Nigeria. I am quite interested in 
teaching and expanding our indigenous sign language locally and 
globally. My passion is to preserve Nigerian indigenous sign languages 
and bridge the communication gap between parents and their Deaf 
children; the Deaf and hearing communities. In the future, I hope the 
government will recognise the efforts of S-DELI-IH in promoting 
Nigerian indigenous sign languages in our school curriculum and 
preventing them from extinction. MAURICE 

Calabar South, Cross River State

LOVINA
Anambra/ Akwa-Ibom

I am Mrs Lovina Edem Ben. I am a native of Nsit Atai Akwa-
Ibom state of Nigeria by marriage but l  am from Oko, Anambra 

state by birth. Presently, l live in Uyo the Capital of Akwaibom 
state where l work. I am an indigenous sign language 

consultant with S-DELI-IH. I also have been an American Sign 
Language (ASL) signer since the day l entered special school. 

During my childhood, I used indigenous signs with my siblings 
and other members of our indigenous community. I'm very 

interested in learning new indigenous Nigerian languages as 
well. I am passionate about advocacy and I recommend 

indigenous sign language to all indigenous learners in school 
and in the community. Indigenous sign is the best and easiest 

method of learning for indigenous people. 

Greetings all readers. I am Gyang Joshua by name. I am a Nigerian 
from Plateau state. I work with the Federal Ministry of Education, 
posted to Federal Government College, Jos as an Education 
Officer. I have been working with S-DELI-IH  for about two years 
now and serve as an Indigenous Sign Language Consultant. I Iike 
Indigenous sign languages so much because it is the Lingua 
Afrikaana of Deaf People. I will continue to advocate for 
indigenous languages until they are recognised and accepted by 
the Deaf community, the general public and the government. I am 
proud because we have produced the indigenous sign language 
SignApp, which is very educative. As I continue to work with S-
DELI-IH, I'd like to see one of S-DELI-IH's biggest dreams come 
true; that schools for the Deaf and the deaf communities in rural 
areas can communicate efficiently by using Indigenous Sign 
Languages.

GYANG JOSHUA
Plateau North, 

Central Deaf Community

Triple 
Action
Project
2022
September is a very special month for S-DELI-IH as we gather 
together for our annual Triple Action Project (TAP).  One of our 
core advocacy projects, TAP observes and celebrates 
International Literacy Day, International Week for Deaf People and 
International Day of Sign Languages. Every year since 2014, we 
have joined the World Federation of the Deaf to do this and we’re 
glad to identify as one of the advocates for the promotion of sign 
language, Deaf literacy and education and the Deaf people as a 
linguistic community

Our TAP programmes are always inclusive, interactive and 
innovative. We come together as members of our global 
community to discuss how we can continue to make positive 
strives towards our organisational mission and vision, as well as 
contribute towards the Sustainable Development Goals. 
This year's virtual programme featured a panel of linguistic and 
sign language experts from all over the world who helped us 
answer our key focus questions and shed more light on the 
significance of early sign language in child language development. 
With illuminating presentations, amazing sign language 
documentation footage, and the announcement of a brand new 
Indigenous Hands project, this year's TAP was one of the most 
exciting yet! 
 
In case you missed it, the full TAP programme is available to watch 
on our official YouTube channel!

Every year since 2014, 
we have joined the 

World Federation of the 

Deaf to do this and 

we’re glad to identify 

as one of the advocates 

for the promotion of 
sign language, Deaf 
literacy and education 

and the Deaf people as 

a linguistic community.

Dr. Emma Asonye 
CEO S-DELI-IH
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Above: International Volunteer Day at a local 
school for the deaf- Ogun State, Nigeria

T A P 22

23rd  September  2022  |  
4pm  West  African  Time  (WAT)

Triple Action Project 2022:
the Virtual Programme

Transforming Literacy 
Learning Spaces

International 
Literacy Day 

(8th Sept)

 Sign Languages for All

International Day 
of Sign Languages 

(23rd Sept)

Building Inclusive 
Communities for All

International Week 
of Deaf People 

(19th- 25th Sept)

Transforming 
Literacy Learning 

Spaces for the 
Deaf Child

Indigenous Sign 
Languages Unite 

Us



Indigenous Sign 

Languages in 
Education

'How can we 
transform literacy 
learning spaces for 

the deaf child?'

'Why must we 
bring indigenous 
sign languages 

into Deaf 
education?'

'How do we develop 
indigenous sign 

languages to unite 
our diverse 
linguistic 

communities, both 
hearing and deaf?'

Dr. Emma Asonye
CEO, S-DELI-IH; Post-
doctoral Research Fellow at 
Univeristy of New Mexico, 
USA; Sign Language Linguist 
and Speech and Hearing 
Scientist.

Dr. Mary Edward
Sign Linguist and 
Researcher, Expert in 
Ghanian Sign Language 
and Adamorobe Sign 
Language

Dr. Adam Shembri
Professor in Linguistics in 
the Department of English 
Language and Linguistics 
at University of 
Birmingham, UK.

Dru Balsley
Deaf Mental Health 
Clinician, Learning 
Center for the Deaf, 
Massachusettes, USA

Themes for the Month Our Interventions Focus Questions Guest Panelists 
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In last year's report, we shared Nelson's story 
with you and this year we have checked back in 
with him. Despite the host of challenges that he 
has had to overcome in his young life, Nelson 
has continued to break through barriers to 
chase his dreams of becoming an architect. 
Over the past year, Nelson's dedication towards 
his professional development serves as an 
inspiration to us all! With the help of your 
donations, we have been able to keep Nelson in 
school- thank you to all those that have 
continued to support Nelson all this time. 

Nelson will be concluding his six months 
Industrial Training programme with Light-Year 
Engineering Company, Abuja in January 2023. 
Nelson shared he's “really learned a lot these 
few months such as AutoCAD, ArchiCAD, 
SketchUp and Revit.” His daily activities, which 
begin at 8am and end at 5pm, involve various 
practical architectural designs at the site; an 
experience which has really improved his 
skills in building designs. Nelson said that he 
also went to sites two or three times a week 
to learn how architectural drawings are used 
on site. His interactions with various members 
of the company have also broadened his 
knowledge in the construction industry. As 
school resumes in January, Nelson will 
present his Industrial Training defence in his 
department and move up to his 400 Level- 
Well done, Nelson!

Above: Nelson at industrial training- Abuja, Nigeria

Our Stories: 
Nelson

Nelson is just one of the many, many gifted 
young deaf men and women in Nigeria. 
Talented young deaf people who have hardly 
been given the opportunity to receive the 
same basic education as their hearing 
counterparts. These deaf youth are even less 
likely to have the opportunity to study their 
dream course in a notable university.

Once he graduates, Nelson will be one of the 
few deaf adults who became deaf as a child to 
have a university qualification. Even more so, 
Nelson would be one of the few gifted deaf 
young people to be on a pathway to 
professional career.  This is Nelson’s dream 
and we are happy that we can help make it his 
reality. S-DELI-IH are committed to making this 
the reality for as many deaf youth as possible. 
We look forward to continuing sharing more 
remarkable stories just like Nelson's until that 
reality is achieved.
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To say we are 

proud is an 

understatement
...the journey 

has only just 
begun. 

As we approach the new year, we have already begun the 
work of populating the iHands platforms with more videos 
and content. There are brand new collections of signs, 
expressions, lessons and book translations coming in 2023, so 
make sure to stay in touch with us to be notified  when they 
become availaible!

Also coming to iHands is of course the launch of Indigenous 
Sign Language in Education. This exciting new feature will be 
exclusively available to premium subscribers and will be 
dedicated to all things education and learning. The lessons 
available through this portal are perfect for students, those 
working in education or anyone interested in learning 
indigenous school signs! 

In the new year, you can also anticipate the publication of 
'Studies on Indigenous African Signed and Spoken Languages' 
(SIASSL). Based on the presentations from the Indigenous 
Hands and Voices of African Identity Conference (2021), this  
new book will be released in 2023!

Throughout all of this,  we will continue to develop and 
deliver our core advocacy projects, and use our outreach 
programmes to empower more indigenous communities. 
We are so excited to see all we are set achieve next year and 
we look forward to having you join us on this journey.  
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Looking Forward
To Next Year

As we say goodbye to 2022 and reflect on 
everything that we have achieved; to say we are 
proud is an understatement. From strengthening 
our core advocacy projects to debuting new 
projects, the past year marked the beginning of 
an exciting new era for S-DELI-IH. At the 
beginning of the year, one of the biggest projects 
we set out to accomplish was the launch of the 
iHands, And while we have succeeded in this 
feat, the journey has only just begun. 

Below: Members from Team S-DELI-IH and 
My Hero Is You; Ifeanyi, Olamide and Valentine

-Ogun State, Nigeria

Special Thanks
S-DELI-IH would like to express our utmost gratitude to our partners, supporters, global 
audience and of course, our awesome, hardworking team. All your committed efforts and 
belief in our vision propels us closer to our shared goals everyday. From individuals, partners 
and communities, to ministries, foundations and corporations; thank you for helping us make 
life-changing differences throughout indigenous communities all over the world.

Dr. Emma Asonye (Chief Executive Officer)
Ezinne Emma-Asonye (Co-Founder)
Oyinye Nwandikom (Head of Project, Nigeria)
Sinmi Labisi (Organising Secretary)
Valentine Douglas (Media Director)
Olamide Fatosin (Content Developer)
Paninga Muiliya (Social Media Coodinator)

Team Admin

Joshua Gyang Zi
Festus Zenda
Ifeanyi Umah
Maurice Henshaw
Lovina Edem
Essien 'Dave' Paul Usen
·       

Team My Hero is You

Africana Studies of University of New Mexico
Nigerian Languages Project
National Institute of Nigerian Languages
First Love Assembly Nigeria
African Union
Emeka Offor
Susie Olsen
Carman Melendrez

Parters and Collaborators

Below: School girls taking part in a 
Beauty Beyond Speech Programme- 

Lagos, Nigeria
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2022 Annual Report
Sinmi Labisi (Organising Secretary)  

Indigenous Hands

Save the Deaf and Endangered Languages Initiative

@sdeli_org

www.indigenous-hands.com/
www.s-deli.org

S-DELI-IH

Thank You!
Let's stay in touch

@ihands_com

Info@indigenous-hands.com
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Indigenous Hands

Advocates for the Indigenous African Sign Languages

Indigenous Hands

Below: Triple Action Project training day-
Ogun State, Nigeria

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-E3n1TiPWxkXcr8t-ZQuCXhSR0PWjA7xPdXSut2OGFo29dw/viewform
https://www.indigenous-hands.com/
https://ng.linkedin.com/posts/indigenous-hands_research-projects-video-activity-6914983721645301760-Qcwj?trk=public_profile_like_view
https://www.facebook.com/sdeli.org
https://www.s-deli.org/portfolio/beauty-beyond-speech-campaign/
https://www.youtube.com/@SDELI/videos
https://www.tiktok.com/@indigenoushands
https://www.facebook.com/groups/361095948136035
https://www.facebook.com/HandsIndigenous

